
Many of you may recognize the name of Judge Bill Moody. But name recognition is only part of this great man’s total profile. His personal accomplishments are outstanding; his helping others to accomplish is remarkable. Judge Moody seeks always the empowerment of others. 
Judge Bill Moody is currently the presiding judge for the 34th District in El Paso County. He was first appointed to the court by then Texas Governor Mark White in 1986. At the age of 36, he was the youngest judge appointed to the bench. Judge Moody’s over 30 year tenure as judge makes him only the third El Pasoan to serve for over 30 years in elected service. He has devoted his life to serving his country and his community.
He began serving his country when he enlisted in the United State Army and was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant May of 1972. He was honorably discharged from active duty as a Captain in 1980.
Continuing his life’s journey, he went on to receive his Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Texas at El Paso in 1972 with honors. He was recognized as a Distinguished Military Graduate. While at UTEP, he was also recognized as a Top Ten Senior, was a Member of the Student Supreme Court, and President of the Young Democrats.
In 1975, his career path took him to Texas Tech University, where he went on to obtain his law degree. Judge Moody then began his legal career with El Paso County, serving as an Assistant District Attorney. He tried over 100 felony cases, which included 30 homicide cases, and established an after-care program for drug and alcohol abuse probationers. In 1978, he was promoted to First Assistant District Attorney, a role he would serve in until being appointed District Judge in 1986.
Since his appointment as District Judge, he has been elected 8 times and has heard over 500 felony and civil cases as well as 5 capital murder cases. From 1991-1995, he was appointed by Governor Ann Richards to serve as the Presiding Judge for the 6th Administrative Region of Texas. Between 1997 and 2001, and again from 2003-2005, he was selected by his peers to serve as the Presiding Judge for the Council of Judges for El Paso County.
In 2002, 2006, 2010, and 2014, Judge Moody sought to become the first El Pasoan to be elected to statewide office in Texas when he ran as the democratic nominee to serve on the Texas Supreme Court. Of those years, 2006 is most notable, given he walked over 1,000 miles to reach out to the people of Texas. He came very close to victory when he led the democratic statewide ticket with over 45% of the vote. The walk was known as “Bill Moody’s 1,000 Mile Walk for Justice.”
In addition to accolades, honors, and the recognition of the community and of the state, Judge Moody has been a vocal leader at the state and local levels having served as Vice-Chairman of the State Ethics Commission, past Regional Representative for the Texas ARC, past Vice-President for the El Paso ARC, past Board Chair of the El Paso Historical Society, past Chairman of the El Paso History Museum Advisory Board, and past member of the El Paso Boy Scouts Advisory Board. Currently, he serves as a member of the Museums and Cultural Affairs Advisory Board, is an active member of St. Matthew’s Catholic Church, is a member of the El Paso Bar Association, and is a member of the Knights of Columbus.
Judge Moody’s service to all has not gone unappreciated or unrecognized. He has been the recipient of numerous awards, to include the Vision of Excellence Award from the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, the Humanitarian Award from the Black El Paso Democrats and the 2007 Outstanding Service Award from the American Board of Trial Advocates. In addition, he is an Honored Ex-Eastwood High School Graduate.
Among other accomplishments, Judge Moody has written several legal articles as well as articles on the legal history of El Paso, Texas. He also co-authored with Robert Skimin a book entitled Custer’s Luck and is currently working on receiving his Master’s Degree in History from UTEP.
Judge Moody is married to Maggie Morales Moody, and they are the proud parents of Melissa, Jimmy, Joe, and Emily. Their grandchildren—Christian, Jaydon, Alyssa, William, Preston and Landon complete their family.
One of Judge Moody’s finest endeavors is to support Maggie, his wife, in the past establishment and on-going success of GiGi’s Playhouse, a place that offers educational, therapeutic and career development programs for children and adults with Down syndrome. It only further demonstrates how dedicated Bill Moody is to the community and to all of its citizens. No undertaking is too great for him in order to insure that everyone is represented.
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